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Get “Schooled” In
Back-to-School Shopping

What's the best strategy for
back-to-school shopping? Get
organized, stock up on the ba-
sics, and keep an eye out for
sales and promotions. Even
if your child’'s teacher hasn't
provided a list of school sup-
plies, you can’t go wrong by
sticking with the basics and
taking advantage of back-to-
school sales.

Here are a few tips for smart
Back-to-School Shopping:

Take Inventory - Sort
through last year’s supplies to
see what is left over and can
be reused. If you have trouble
ynding last yearis stuff then
this year, you know you need

to set up a speciyc storage
area to keep school supplies.

Make a List - Use the rec-
ommended or required sup-
plies from your child’s school
or teacher as a starting point.
Since it is only August, you
may not have a list yet (al-
though some schools send
home a list on the last day of
school for NEXT year!) Talk
to someone in the neighbor-
hood with older children —they
may have good advice about
what's necessary and what's
not. Look online for back-to-
school checklists. There are
many sites with recommenda-
tions for elementary, middle,
and high school.

Beware of Trends -
Most school supplies don't go G
out of style. Students can use

the unsharpened pencils from

last year, but if you give in and get
them that awesome name
brand backpack with built in
headphones because “ev- :
erybody is getting one,” j
you may not get even a i
full year out of it. j
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